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Facility at a Glance 

Superintendent: Stephen D. Sinclair 

Custody Level: Intensive Management, Close and Minimum  

Operating Capacity: 1,968 offenders 

Year Opened:  1886 

Offender Change Programs : Work and Vocational Programs: 
 Auto body 
 Information Technology 
 Building Maintenance 

Technology 
 Bookkeeping 
 Carpentry 
 Diesel Mechanics 
 Graphic Design 
 Heating Ventilation and Air 

Conditioning (HVAC) 
 Welding 

 Getting it Right 
 WSP Correctional Industries 

Class 2 jobs include: License 
Plates, Metal Shop, Laundry,    
Field Crops, Recycle,  
Transportation/Warehouse 

 Sustainable Prison Lab 
 

Community Involvement 
Volunteers are involved in religious programs, Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous meetings, assisting Veterans with military issues, 
assisting offender families with children mentoring programs, and special 
programs (i.e., dental hygienist, photographer, etc.) that are available to the 
offender population and their families. 

Guest sport teams, choirs, musical groups, guest speakers/lecturers, and 
professional groups have held programs for the offender population. There 
are also groups that assist offenders in the process of re–integrating back 
into society. Some of the local motels have gift certificates available to 
assist families with their motel rate, if they need to spend a night at Walla 
Walla, either before or after a regularly scheduled visit. 

Washington State Penitentiary is active in many other programs that 
support the local community including involvement in Habitat for Humanity, 
a Canine Training Program, Native American Regalia Program and the STAR 
Project. 

Facility History 

In 1883, the Territorial Governor authorized the selection of a suitable site 
for a penitentiary. In 1885, Walla Walla was chosen. Construction began in 
1886 using bricks manufactured in nearby Dixie from the fine clay beds 
there. To provide needed jobs for the prisoners, a one–story jute mill for 
the manufacture of sacks was built in 1892. Then in 1921, the jute mill was 
transformed into a license–plate factory, which continues to operate today 
producing 2.1 million plates annually.  

[more] [photos] 

Fiscal Year 2012 

Mission Statement 

The mission of DOC is to improve 
public safety. 
 

Vision Statement 

Working together for safe 
communities. 
 
 
 
Bernard Warner 
Secretary 
Department of Corrections 
 
Dan Pacholke 
Assistant Secretary, Prisons Division 

For more information 

Adam Aaseby 
Executive Strategy, Analysis and 
Accountability Director 
adam.aaseby@doc.wa.gov 
 
Clela Steelhammer 
Legislative and Policy Coordination 
Manager 
clela.steelhammer@doc.wa.gov 

For more information about the 
Department visit us at: 
www.doc.wa.gov    
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Prison Population 

Q | Has the prison population changed over the past few years? 

A | The total prison population on June 30, 2012 was 17,087 compared to 

15,112 in 2001.  Men on average make up roughly 92% of all offenders.  

 
 

  
 

Age of the Offenders 

Q | What is the average age of offenders in prison? 

A | The average age is 37.8 years old.  The breakdown between male and 

female offenders is depicted in the following chart. 
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Demographics for WSP 

Current Population .................................. 2,207 

Average Daily Cost of Incarceration 
(FY2011) ............................................... $117.96 
 
Age Breakdown 
 Under 20 years of age ....................... 1.5% 

 20 to 30 ........................................... 32.3% 

 30 to 40 ........................................... 28.5% 

 40 to 50 ........................................... 21.1% 

 50 to 60 ........................................... 12.6% 

 60 to 70 ............................................. 3.4% 

 Over 70 years of age ......................... 0.7% 

Risk Level Classification (Offender Risk to 
Reoffend) 
 High Violent ................. 55.1% ......... 1,217 

 High Non-Violent ......... 16.7% ............ 368 

 Moderate Risk ............. 15.9% ............ 350 

 Low Risk ....................... 11.6% ............ 257 

 Unclassified .................... 0.6% .............. 15 

Offense Types 

 Murder 1 and 2 ............................... 21.3% 

 Manslaughter ................................... 1.9% 

 Sex Crimes ........................................ 8.3% 

 Robbery .......................................... 13.7% 

 Assault ............................................ 27.1% 

 Property Crimes .............................. 17.3% 

 Drug Crimes ...................................... 7.9% 

 Other/Unknown................................ 2.4% 

Assigned Custody Level 

 Maximum....................... 6.6% ............ 146 

 Close ............................ 45.2% ............ 997 

 Medium ......................... 2.9% .............. 65 

 Minimum 3 .................... 5.4% ............ 119 

 Minimum ..................... 34.3% ............ 756 

 Unclassified .................... 5.6% ............ 124 

 
All figures contained in this report reflect 
data as of June 30, 2012 unless specified. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Cost of Incarceration 

Q | How much does it cost to incarcerate an offender per day? 

A | The cost to house offenders varies greatly; depending on the age of the 

facility, services provided, geographic location, assigned custody level, and staffing 

requirements.  In Fiscal Year 2011, the cost of incarceration at a major facility was 

$94.40 per day with a range between $69.34 at Stafford Creek Corrections Center 

to $167.70 at McNeil Island Corrections Center due to the high cost associated with 

marine transportation.  In that same year, new facilities averaged $70.54 per day 

compared to older facilities at $106.30 per day. 
 

 
 
Assumptions 

 Cost per offender includes healthcare costs by facility. 

 FY2012 expenditures are through Fiscal Month 12 only and are subject to change during 
Fiscal Year 2012 End Close adjustments. 

 Cost per offender excludes administrative services costs and excludes bond payment for 
SCCC. 
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Adult Prison Facilities in 

Washington State 
 

Prisons for Male Offenders 

1. Airway Heights Corrections 
Center (AHCC) 

2. Cedar Creek Corrections 
Center (CCCC) 

3. Clallam Bay Corrections 
Center (CBCC) 

4. Coyote Ridge Corrections 
Center (CRCC) 

5. Larch Corrections Center 
(LCC) 

6. Monroe Correctional 
Complex (MCC) 

7. Olympic Corrections Center 
(OCC) 

8. Stafford Creek Corrections 
Center (SCCC) 

9. Washington Corrections 
Center (WCC) 

10. Washington State 
Penitentiary (WSP) 

Prisons for Female Offenders 

11. Mission Creek Corrections 
Center for Women 
(MCCCW) 

12. Washington Corrections 
Center for Women (WCCW) 
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Location of Adult Prison Facilities



 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

4 Q | Is there a difference between male and female offenders in terms of their 

risk to re-offend or offense types? 

A | Male offenders tend to commit more violent crimes, such as sex crimes and 

assault.  Roughly 60 percent of both male and female offenders are assessed at 

high-risk to reoffend.  

Male Offenders (Prison and Work Release) 

Offense Type / Risk > HV HNV MOD LOW UNC Total 

Murder 1 and 2 448 239 573 823 8 2,101 

Manslaughter 87 30 70 107 
 

294 

Sex Crimes 685 298 821 1,731 10 3,546 

Robbery 1,009 327 340 18 5 1,702 

Assault 2,672 400 558 160 12 3,802 

Property 1,491 916 153 31 12 2,603 

Drug 643 436 124 26 5 1,234 

Other/Unknown 243 106 52 17 3 469 

Grand Total 7,278 2,752 2,691 2,913 103 15,751 

       Female Offenders (Prison and Work Release) 

Offense Type / Risk > HV HNV MOD LOW UNC Total 

Murder 1 and 2 6 9 25 118 1 159 

Manslaughter 3 2 6 23 
 

34 

Sex Crimes 3 7 3 33 
 

46 

Robbery 35 41 27 18 1 122 

Assault 67 41 44 37 
 

189 

Property 56 258 58 36 1 409 

Drug 30 159 56 27 
 

272 

Other/Unknown 12 17 11 4 
 

44 

Grand Total 212 534 230 296 3 1,275 

Q | Is there a difference between male and female offenders in their assigned 

custody levels? 

A | Females are generally classified at a lower custody level.  
 

 

 

 

 

Community Supervision Facts  

Number of Offenders  
    on Active Supervision ......................... 15,653 

Risk Level Classification (Offender Risk to 
Reoffend) 

 High Violent .................. 36.7% ......... 5,751 

 High Non-Violent .......... 29.8% ......... 4,660 

 Moderate Risk .............. 18.1% ......... 2,829 

 Low Risk ....................... 14.2% ......... 2,228 

 Unclassified .................... 1.2% ............185 

Special Sentence Types 

 Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative 
(DOSA) ............................................. 1,833 

 Special Sex Offender Sentencing 
Alternative (SSOSA).............................712 

 First Time Offender Waiver ............. 1,232 

 Family Offender Sentencing Alternative 
(FOSA) ...................................................38 

 From-Out-Of-State ........................... 1,906 

Offense Types 

 Murder 1 and 2 ................................. 1.1% 

 Manslaughter .................................... 0.6% 

 Sex Crimes ...................................... 19.3% 

 Robbery ............................................ 4.1% 

 Assault ............................................ 22.2% 

 Property Crimes .............................. 16.5% 

 Drug Crimes .................................... 27.9% 

 Other/Unknown ................................ 8.3% 

Offender location prior to supervision 

 Offenders who served time in prison 
prior to supervision ......................... 42.2% 

 Offenders who came directly from jail 
or the courts .................................... 57.8% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All figures contained in this report reflect 
data as of June 30, 2012 unless specified. 

 
 

 


